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What is a Shared Street?



B

- Gary Toth, Aug. 17, 2009 http://www.pps.org/blog/shared-space

Shared Space is more a way of thinking than it is a design
concept. It is most readily recognized as a street space
where all traffic control devices such as signals and stop
signs, all markings such as crosswalks, and all signing have
been removed. Curbing is removed to blur the lines
between sidewalks and motorized travel way. The
philosophy is that absence of all of those features forces all
users of the space – from pedestrians to drivers – to
negotiate passage through the space via eye contact and
person to person negotiation.

What is a Shared Street?



 Speed limit less than 10 mph
 Removal of barrier curbs
 Blurred lines between 

pedestrian and vehicular 
spaces

 Minimal traffic control 
signage

Design Elements

Case Study
Exhibition Road, Kensington, London



 Increased safety through 
individual responsibility

 Drivers are 14 times more  likely 
to give way to pedestrians

 Expansion of public space

 Flexible space for street fairs, 
markets, parades, and cafés

 Increased pedestrian and bicycle 
traffic

 Promotes economic development

Benefits

Case Study
Eastgate Street, Chester, England



Case Study
New Road, Brighton, England



Case Study
King Street, Kitchener, Ontario



Case Study
Insadong Street, Seoul, Korea



Case Study
Bell Street, Seattle, Washington

Case Study
River Street, Batavia, Illinois



Why a Shared Street Here?



 Actively used as public space through parades and 
the Night Market

 Serves as key destination point for area residents 
and out-of-town visitors

 Low traffic volumes considering east-west 
connection (Broadway to Sheridan)

 Community desires safety improvements and 
economic development

 Deteriorated infrastructure and substandard ADA 
accessibility

Why Argyle Street?



 Improve infrastructure by creating a cohesive and 
flexible streetscape plan within funding limitations

 Support existing Argyle St. merchants and their 
customers, and bolster Argyle St. as a regional 
business destination

 Brand Argyle St. business district and develop 
community identification

 Provide a complete and shared street that benefits 
the flow of pedestrian, vehicular and bike traffic 
equally

 Implement streetscape and infrastructure elements, 
increase public safety and deter negative activity

Project Goals
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Argyle Shared Street Design



 10mph Speed Limit
 Full ADA Compliance
 Chicanes to Guide Movement
 Placement of Street Furniture
 Infiltration Planters over Existing Catch Basins
 Paver Colors, Patterns and Textures
 Permeable Paver System
 Unit Pavers over Existing Asphalt
 Pedestrian Refuge Island with Enhanced 

Crosswalk and Vertical Monument

Key Elements

BROADWAY SHERIDANCTA RED LINE KENMOREWINTHROP

NIGHT MARKETVERTICAL MONUMENT/
PEDESTRIAN REFUGE



TRANSITION EXAMPLE
Chicanes and Transitions

Transition areas are critical to 
the overall design and help to 

convey to the user a new 
space is being entered.

Chicanes emphasized by paver bands and 
infiltration planters help to slow vehicles 
down and guide users through the space.



Visual/Tactile Cues and ADA



Visual/Tactile Cues and ADA
Visual/tactile cues used to identify presence of a 
shared public way and delineate between 
pedestrian-only and shared zones.

 Changes in material texture

 Changes of material color and contracts

 Use of 1/2 inch maximum beveled 
transitions

 Use of caning detectable wayfinding
or pathing materials

 Landscaping and raised planters

 Street furniture such as benches, seating 
ledges, or trash cans, bollards, railings 
and other architectural elements

 Temporary or movable objects



Community Identification
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Permeable Paver

12” Subbase (CA-1)

Bedding Material
6” Base Course (CA-7)

site design group, ltd.

• One acre of stormwater BMPs
• 2.95 acres of catchment area
• 33.6% impervious area reduction
• 91.5% of project area diverted to stormwater

BMPs

Depth of permeable pavers
designed for 5yr-2hr storm event

Permeable Paver Section

Field Infiltration Tests Yielded 3.9 to 6.5 inches per hour 
captured under existing conditions, more than double the 

requirement by Water Management.

Drainage Considerations



Before & During Construction



site design group, ltd.









Project Implementation



Stage 1: 2015
Stage 2: 2015
Stage 3: July 2016

BROADWAY SHERIDANCTA RED LINE KENMOREWINTHROP
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