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MAJOR MILESTONES

THROUGH THE DECADES



1950S TO 1970S – THE PLAN IS HATCHED

• Municipal plans highlighted the new bridge corridor since the 1950s

Village of Algonquin

General Development Plan 1974



EARLY 1990S

Bridge Advisory Committee formed 
to comprehensively study 20+ potential 
new bridge crossings of Fox River

ISTEA – Fed Transportation Bill –
funded Fox River Bridge Crossing Corridor 
Study (1994)

• Analysis of 9 potential river crossings

• 5 corridors selected for EIS

• Longmeadow had least impact to the 
human and natural environment



GIANT EIS FROM HELL

• 1993 EIS initiated

• 5 Regional Bridge Corridors

• 30+ public meetings

• EIS team included:

• Kane County • US Army Corps of Eng.

• Adv. Council on Hist. Pres. • US Dept. of the Interior

• IL Dept. of Nat. Resources • US Dept. of Ag.

• IL EPA • US EPA

• IL Nature Preserves Com. • US Fish & Wildlife

• IL State Geological Survey • Fed Highway Admin

• IL DOT • Various Env. Consultants



1990S – EARLY 2000S

FULL DISCLOSURE

Village of Algonquin has ALL home buyers in the new 

subdivisions along LMP corridor sign Letters of Awareness 

acknowledging the planned 4-lane corridor with Fox River 

Bridge crossing to accommodate regional growth. These were 

recorded against the property so that a title search would reveal 

these letters when the property changed hands.



2001 Approval of Final EIS

• 4-Lane Longmeadow Parkway alignment

2001 Engineering Initiated for Longmeadow 

2002 Record of Decision 

• 3 Fox River crossings: Longmeadow,  Stearns,  IL 56 / Oak Street

• Satisfy the purpose & need

• Least impact to the natural & human environment

• Eligible for Federal Highway funding

2002 – SIGH OF RELIEF



2002 FEDERAL LAWSUIT

Plaintiffs alleged violations of the National Environmental Protection Act

Defendants: USDOT, IDOT, Kane County and several resource agencies 
involved in the EIS process.

Favorable Outcome: The Court held that the FHWA had heard all of the 
objections to the project and considered all of the sensible options before 
it. 



2005 SAFETEA-LU

High Priority Projects (HPP)

“Earmarks”

• Stearns Road: $70.4 Million

• Longmeadow: $  4.0 Million



2005 SAFETEA-LU

Freshman U.S. Senator 

from Illinois

No security detail

Just a regular guy



IF YOU COME TO A FORK SOME PORK
IN THE ROAD, TAKE IT!

• 2010 completion on target for Stearns

• Earmarks are a thing of the past

• How to make Longmeadow a reality?



LATE 2000S

LOCAL SUPPORT & TOLL FUNDING 

2007-2010 – Longmeadow (LMP) Task Force & Study

• Municipal request to expedite project & address funding

• Traffic Projections & Financial Feasibility Study

• 10+ public meetings

• Resolution - Adopting study, support for LMP & Toll Option

• 9 surrounding municipalities

• 2 Counties (McHenry & Kane)



2009 
RE-EVALUATING FOR THE TOLL BRIDGE

FHWA required Re-Evaluation of the 

EIS to consider the toll option



2010 - STEARNS RIBBON CUTTING



DEALING WITH A DEATH SENTENCE

• McDonough Associates, Inc. Phase I Engineer for Longmeadow Parkway

• 2012 : Three-Year suspension from accepting public projects

• Phase I Engineering 99% complete

• Extremely challenging to finish PDR



PHASE II ENGINEERING



LAND ACQUISITION



GATHERING MOMENTUM

• FEDERAL FUNDING

• STP (KKCOM & COUNTY)

• CMAQ

• TIGER APPLICATIONS

• STATE PARTICIPATION

• $40 Million IDOT commitment

• TARP

• ANNUAL FINANCIAL PLAN



2015 – POLITICAL WINDS CHANGE

1990s – Barrington Hills supports LMP if McHenry County removes 

river crossing north of Kane. 

1990s – McHenry removes McHenry river crossing from plans.

May 2007 – Barrington Hills Village Board Resolution of Support. 

June 2015 - Barrington Hills rescinds support for LMP.

July 2015 Shortly thereafter McHenry County (LMP supporter) 

puts McHenry river crossing back into plans.



2015-2016 
RE-EVALUATING…AGAIN

FHWA required 

Reevaluation of the EIS in the form of 

an Environmental Assessment 

(with annual updates) 



2016 – NIMBYS

Confusing Dundee Township Referendum:

Shall officials in municipalities in Dundee Township 

including Carpentersville, West Dundee, East Dundee, 

Sleepy Hollow, Algonquin, and Barrington Hills oppose the 

$100,000,000 Longmeadow Toll Way that bisects the 

Brunner public forest preserve, due to air, noise, and water 

pollution and negative impacts to property values? 



MISINFORMATION CAMPAIGN



2016
CONSTRUCTION BEGINS!



2016 & 2017
ENDANGERED LIST ENDANGERS PROJECT

• November 2016 U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service published

notice in Federal Register proposing to classify the

Rusty Patch Bumble Bee as “endangered”

• March 2017 FWS officially classified the Rusty Patch

Bumble Bee as “Endangered”

• One week later, Kane County & IDOT began updating

biological and wetland evaluations

• Longmeadow is within the “action area” of the Bee!!!!



2017 & THE INJUNCTION

Petzel v. Kane County Department of  Transportation, et al.

• Challenged 2002 decision to approve construction 

• filed in 2016

• April 2017 Injunction – Construction halted for 2 weeks

• August 2018 – Case Dismissed!



2017 – RESCINDED APPROVAL

National Park Service

rescinded approval of 

replacement parcel for 

impacted 6(f) property



2ND REPLACEMENT PARCEL

New 

Replacement 

parcel

Existing Hickory Hills Park



LATE 2010S

LIFE LONG LEARNING

• Investment grade Traffic & Revenue Study

• Operations & Maintenance Study

• Standard & Poor's presentation to receive 

bond rating

• Marketing & Selling Bonds



WHAT’S DONE



WHAT’S UNDER CONSTRUCTION



WHAT’S LEFT



TOLL COLLECTION

• E-Z Pass Back Office (I-Pass Compatible)

• Coordination with Illinois Tollway

• Video Toll (license plate lookup)

• Business Rules: Invoicing, Enforcement



MORAL OF THE STORY

• Leadership

•Consistency

• Innovation & Risk

•Momentum Strategy

•Resiliency


