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SMART WORK ZONES OVERVIEW
Smart Work Zones use technology to improve the safety and mobility of work 
zones by providing real time information to road users

Components
Detection equipment
 Processing systems 
Communication systems
 Feedback equipment

Characteristics
 Real-Time
 Portable
Automated
 Reliable
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Websites, 511

Web 
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SMART WORK ZONES OVERVIEW

Benefits
 Inform motorists and reduce their 

frustrations

 Encourage motorists to take alternate 

routes

 Reduce congestion 

 Clear incidents more quickly

Make work zones safer



SMART WORK ZONES IN ILLINOIS

Past
Present 
Future
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Older than most people realize
 When flashing signs
 Manual actuation

Increased used as a reactive measure to 
crashes
 I-57 catastrophic crash
 I-55 pilot deployment (2010 – 2011)

Almost exclusively project specific, back 
of queue warning systems
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SMART WORK ZONES IN ILLINOIS - PRESENT
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SMART WORK ZONES IN ILLINOIS - FUTURE

Continue deploying proven systems

Increase use of low cost systems

Experiment with new technologies

Expand the use of other smart systems
 Dynamic merge
 Trucks entering / leaving
 And beyond…



FUTURE TECHNOLOGIES 

Trucks Entering Systems

Bluetooth Travel Times

Connected Devices
 Smart Arrow Boards
 Connected channelizing devices
 Connected work vehicles

Virtual Work Zones

Realtime work zone mapping



THANK YOU!
Juan D. Pava
Safety Programs Unit Chief
217-557-7229
Juan.pava@Illinois.gov


